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What is lung cancer?
Cancer that starts in the lungs is called primary lung cancer. Lung cancer can occur in 

1

cancer cases.2

namely small 
cell lung cancer (SCLC) and non-small cell lung cancer (NSCLC).3
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Right main bronchus

Bronchioles

Lung Cancer 

Small cell lung cancer (SCLC)
15-20%

Non - small cell lung cancer (NSCLC)
80-85%

SCLC is typically caused by tobacco 
4 pace and may not show any 
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What is Non-Small Cell 
Lung Cancer (NSCLC)?

Adenocarcinoma 

Squamous cell carcinoma

Large cell carcinoma
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What is Non-Small Cell 
Lung Cancer (NSCLC)? (continued)
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What is ALK +ve lung Cancer?  

What happens to the ALK 
gene for people diagnosed with 
ALK +ve lung cancer? 

cell growth.1

2

5% 2
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In this booklet, 
the term 



cytoplasm, and other organelles.1

EML4 - ALK 
fusion gene

Cells

the chromosome. 
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DNA

 
with the EML4 gene to 
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EML4 - ALK Fusion Gene

In the nucleus, there are 
chromosomes. 
Chromosomes are units 

(DNA) that contain 
2

Chromosome

inheritance, meaning they 

to children. Genes carry the 

necessary to produce 

physically or biologically.4

Gene
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Who is at risk for ALK +ve 
lung cancer?

child.

In some cases, lung cancer can occur randomly without a clear cause.1,2

2,3

? ?
?
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What are the signs and symptoms 
of lung cancer?

1

disease.  

in breathing

Recurrent chest

Coughing
up blood

Unexplained
weight loss

Weight Loss 

WheezingChest pain

Prolonged coughing
that worsens or

zzz
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How do I check if I have  
lung cancer? 

 
1,2,3,4

a scope inserted through a small chest incision to access the 
space between the chest wall and the lung (thoracoscopy).

Biopsy: CT-guided / Bronchoscopic / 
Thoracoscopic approach

 These tests help to determine the: 

body that has metastasized to the lung. 

To determine the best treatment or 

cancer.
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How do I check if I have  
ALK +ve lung cancer? 

ALK gene 
1: 

colours.  

Liquid Biopsy:
blood.  

 A large 
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I’m diagnosed with ALK +ve
lung cancer, what is next? 

 
 

cardiothoracic surgeon), an oncology nurse, and others.1

2

the cancer or wishes
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What are the treatment options 
for lung cancer? 

directly into the bloodstream using a 

1. 2.

alongside surgery, radiotherapy, and immunotherapy.1

reach cancer cells.1

There are two ways in which chemotherapy is administered1:

11

changing how the immune 

2

treatment that targets proteins 

3



caused by cancer.1

What are the treatment options 
for lung cancer?  (continued)  

There are two surgical approaches commonly used2:

Surgery

Minimally invasive surgery  

This is a side chest incision along the 

chest wall muscles. A tool is used to 

surgeon access to the lung. The muscles 

incision is closed. 

1. 2.
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What are the treatment options 
for ALK +ve lung cancer?
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Lung Cancer

What are the treatment options 
for ALK +ve lung cancer? 
(continued)
Brain metastasis, where the primary cancer spreads to the brain, is associated with poor 

1,2

 3,4

radiotherapy.
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What is targeted therapy for 
ALK +ve lung cancer?

1,2
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How is targeted therapy for ALK +ve 
lung cancer used?

18 months.
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What are the potential side effects 
of using ALK inhibitors?

1:

2
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What are the potential side effects 
of using ALK inhibitors?
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