YOUR INTRODUCTION TO

You have been given this booklet because you have been
prescribed TRAZIMERA . Inside you can find information
about your treatment.
®

TTThis medicine is subject to additional monitoring. This will allow quick
identification of new safety information. You can help by reporting any
side effects you may get to HPRA Pharmcoviglance, Earlsfort Terrace,
IRL Dublin 2. Tel:+353 1 676 4971. Fax: +353 1 676 2517.
Website www.hpra.ie. E-mail: medsafety@hpra.ie

Your introduction to
TRAZIMERA (trastuzumab)
®

Your doctor has prescribed you TRAZIMERA , and this
brochure will serve as your introductory guide. It will
provide you with important information about your
therapy. Remember to contact your doctor or health care
provider if you have any questions about TRAZIMERA .
®

®

What is TRAZIMERA ?
®
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TRAZIMERA also known as Trastuzumab is a medicine used to treat:
®

• Treatment of HER2+ metastatic breast cancer
• Treatment of HER2+ early breast cancer (following surgery,
neoadjuvant or adjuvant chemotherapy, and radiotherapy,
if applicable)
• Treatment of HER2+ metastatic cancer of the stomach or
gastroesophageal junction

Why would I be prescribed TRAZIMERA ?
®

To block the growth and spread of cancer, targeted therapies can
be prescribed. Targeted therapies, like TRAZIMERA , interfere with
HER2-specific molecules related to the progression and growth of
cancer.
®
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How do targeted therapies differ from
standard chemotherapy?
Targeted therapies specifically interact with certain molecules as
opposed to most standard chemotherapies, which interact with all
rapidly dividing normal and cancerous cells. Another difference is
that targeted therapies block tumor cell growth, whereas standard
chemotherapy agents kill tumor cells.

How is TRAZIMERA taken?
®

TRAZIMERA is received by infusion, intravenously.
®
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TRAZIMERA Important Safety
Information
®

Not all people have serious side effects, but side
effects with TRAZIMERA therapy are common.
®

Although some people may have a lifethreatening side effect, most do not.
Your doctor will stop treatment if any serious
side effects occur.

TRAZIMERA is not for everyone. Be sure to contact your
doctor if you are experiencing any of the following:
®

HEART PROBLEMS
These include heart problems—such as congestive heart failure or
reduced heart function—with or without symptoms. The risk for
and seriousness of these heart problems were highest in people who
received both trastuzumab and a certain type of chemotherapy
(anthracycline). Your doctor will check for signs of heart problems
before, during, and after treatment with TRAZIMERA .
®
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INFUSION REACTIONS, including:
• Fever and chills
• Feeling sick to your stomach (nausea)
• Throwing up (vomiting)
• Pain (in some cases at tumor sites)
• Headache
• Dizziness
• Shortness of breath

These signs usually happen within 24 hours after receiving
TRAZIMERA .
®

Be sure to contact your doctor if you:
Are a woman who could become pregnant, or may
be pregnant
TRAZIMERA may result in the death of an unborn baby or birth
defects. Contraception should be used while receiving TRAZIMERA
and after your last dose of TRAZIMERA . If you are exposed to
TRAZIMERA during pregnancy or within 7 months of becoming
pregnant, you are encouraged to report TRAZIMERA exposure to
the Medical Information team at Pfizer. Phone: 1800 633 363.
®

®

®

®

®
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TRAZIMERA Important Safety
Information (continued)
®

Have any signs of SEVERE LUNG PROBLEMS, including:
• Severe shortness of breath
• Fluid in or around the lungs
• Weakening of the valve between the heart and the lungs
• Not enough oxygen in the body
• Swelling of the lungs
• Scarring of the lungs

Your doctor may check for signs of severe lung problems when he or
she examines you.
Have LOW WHITE BLOOD CELL COUNTS
Low white blood cell counts can be life threatening. Low white blood
cell counts were seen more often in patients receiving trastuzumab
plus chemotherapy than in patients receiving chemotherapy alone.
Your doctor may check for signs of low white blood cell counts when
he or she examines you.

Side Effects Seen Most Often With TRAZIMERA

®

Some patients receiving trastuzumab for breast cancer had the
following side effects:
• Fever
• Feeling sick to your stomach (nausea)
• Throwing up (vomiting)
• Infusion reactions
• Diarrhea
• Infections
• Increased cough
• Headache
• Feeling tired
• Shortness of breath
• Rash
• Low white and red blood cell counts
• Muscle pain
6

Some patients receiving trastuzumab for metastatic stomach cancer
had the following side effects:
• Low white blood cell counts
• Diarrhea
• Feeling tired
• Low red blood cell counts
• Swelling of the mouth lining
• Weight loss
• Upper respiratory tract infections
• Fever
• Low platelet counts
• Swelling of the mucous membranes
• Swelling of the nose and throat
• Change in taste

You should contact your doctor immediately if you have
any of the side effects listed above.
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